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READERS WRITE 


‘Are interior roads in A reas com 
Velachery being neglected’ A Unit of Seven G Property Pvt Ltd. 


ay 2 


‘ 


raft of interior roads in Ve- 
A lachery are in not in “the 
pink of health” — they are 
pothole-ridden, having been dug 
up for construction stormwater 
drains and laying electricity cables, 
but not “stitched back” into whole- 
ness. It is mind-boggling that two 
years after these development ih tee : OUR CLIENTS REQUIREMENT 
works were completed, these inte: |=) S525 Estate. ECR -1to3 Grounds OMR - 1200 Sq.ft to 3600 Sq.ft 
rior roads are allowed to continue == ~~: % : 
in this state. 


SKumarara Veachry “Fae t | (8) 7G Property +91 81228 10250 / +91 89258 08834 


Rts: iad rr "ae te aS i se : ¥ For Seven Generations www.myresaleplots.com 
Star" to Rs a A a NO:3, AKKARAI, ECR, NEAR HF CARS, CHENNAI - 600119. 


Shastri Street at Annai Indira Nagar in Velahery. 
PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


EXPERIENCE THOUGHTFUL FEATURES 


ON KALAKSHETRA ROAD, 
THIRUVANMIYUR 


FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED 
3BHK HOMES 


1590-1665 SQ.FT 


Two covered car parking Air-Conditioned Electric car Air - conditioned Power back-up No common 
per apartment party hall charging point Indoor games zone for all apartments wall sharing 


and more... 


RERA: TN/29/BUILDING/0326/2022 | CMDA: PP/NHRB/S(B2)/0205/2022 
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Krishna @ 2nd Main Road 
Besant Nagar 


3 B/R - 1975 sq.ft. | Road Facing | 2 Covered Car Park | 100% Power Backup 


98418 85851 | 98412 22449 
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These stopovers on ECR need some work 


A bus-stop in Neelankarai and (right) another one in Palavakkam. 


n Palavakkam on East Coast 

Road (ECR), but for a board 

announcing its presence, a 

bus stop is devoid of all 
those elements one associates with 
bus stop. 

Regulars out there say it is 
called Periyar Salai bus stop as this 
street is nearby, branching off 
ECR. As this is a busy section of 
ECR, this board can easily be hid- 
den from sight when a vehicle 
cools its tyres in front of it. The reg- 
ulars claim only buses on the 99 
route halt at the stop; and that 
those on the other routes (109, 
109T and 588) listed on the board 
often give it a pass. One cannot 


help this thought: Does the form 
and state of the stopover send 
across the unintended message 
that it is of lesser significance? 


A battered board 

In Neelankarai, the steel post with 
the standard board announcing 
the bus stop is bent and leaning to- 
wards the shelter. Regulars say it 
was the result of an unknown veh- 
icle giving it a nudge accidentally. 
Things should have been straight- 
ened out, but have not been yet. 
Besides that, the shelter at this bus 
stop can accommodate another 
steel bench, but that space has 
been left empty. 


Where do you get your information about public transport in Chennai? 


report by Citizen Con- 

sumer and Civic Action 

Group (CAG) notes on- 

line platforms are not 
always the go-to source for infor- 
mation about MTC, Metro Rail, 
MRTS and suburban rail transport 
in Chennai. 

A majority of users depended 
simply on inputs from family and 
friends or fellow passengers. On- 
line platforms came second, with 
those in the 21 to 30 age bracket 
accessing it the most. While a sim- 
ple Google search was the most 
common option among 104 users, 
only 21 said they used an app for 
information about public tran- 
sport. 

The report was prepared after 
506 public transport commuters 
had participated in a survey. Su- 
mana Narayanan, senior research- 
er, CAG, notes the study was in- 
itiated against the backdrop of an 
increased interest in designing 
apps to guide commuters through 
the maze of public transport. 


MTC, for instance, launched 
Chennai Bus in May 2022. 

Sumana says an observational 
survey of the varied sources of in- 
formation available for the com- 
muter in each type of public tran- 
sport (MTC, Metro, MRTS and 
suburban rail networks) was con- 
ducted by visiting 100 stations/ 
bus stops across the city and tra- 
velling in each mode of transport 
(50 in bus, 10 times in each rail 
system). 

The study makes a case for si- 
multaneously strengthening tradi- 
tional and new-age forms of infor- 
mation dissemination. 

There should be multiple 
modes of communication - web- 
sites, apps, signboards and an- 
nouncements - and they should 
come in multiple languages. 

The information available on 
websites, apps, notice boards at 
bus stops/stations or on board 
buses/trains are piecemeal and of- 
ten not user-friendly, says the re- 
port. 


Online modes are usable only if 
the user is familiar with the public 
transit network and the route of 
interest which defeats the pur- 
pose of the website/app. The stu- 
dy observes that notice boards do 
not indicate if the information is 
valid or not and are often not mul- 
tilingual. 

Information about frequency 
of buses and details on the next 
bus on the block also fall short of 
what is ideal. 

Sometimes, the bus stop may 
shift permanently but the old bus 
shelter is left intact, it says. In the 
case of temporary changes in 
route (these may extend from a 
few hours to a few years) but there 
is no mechanism in MTC or GCC 
to put out timely information for 
commuters. Again observation, 
and asking people at bus stops or 
on the bus are the only options. 


Suggestions to agencies 
Bus routes are changed tempora- 
rily to execute infrastructure work 


At MGR Central Railway Stati 


and when that happens a process 
must be put in place to ensure 
such announcements are put out. 

All the modes of communica- 
tion should be integrated so a 
commuter can find information 


) 2 - ES : 
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on all public transit systems and 
how to interchange between 
them. 

It has also sought that grie- 
vance redressal mechanism be 
strengthened. 
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Three cheers to three small buses 
MESEREAEERER ie Berea, 


Operated from 
Alandur metro rail 
station, these 
services do much for 
last-mile connectivity, 
but can do much 
more, say regular 
commuters 


L KANTHIMATHI 


hree small-bus services — 

; S82, S83 and S84 — operat- 

ed from Alandur metro 

railway station receives good pa- 

tronage. Regulars present views 

on how these services can be 
made more effective. 


S83: ‘Needs an ally’ 

The S83 route takes in the interior 
streets of Adambakkam and a sec- 
tion of Southern Sector Inner Ring 
Road. 

Significant stopovers for S83 in- 
clude Guru Nanak College, Vela- 
chery MRTS railway station and 
Vijayanagar bus terminus. MTC 
sources note two buses are oper- 
ated on the route. 

While underlining S83’s encou- 
raging patronage, S Kumararaja, 
president, Annai Indira Nagar Re- 
sidents Welfare Association, seeks 
a new service in the region.“A 
small bus Alandur Metro Rail sta- 
tion to Tiruvanmiyur bus termi- 


Small buses at Alandur metro station. PHOTO: ATHULLYEA PADMANABHAN 


nus covering the interior lanes of 
Velachery, Taramani and Perun- 
gudi will complete the network.” 

Echoing a sentiment of com- 
muters from Pallikaranai, J Vidya- 
sagar says: 

“St. Thomas Mount metro sta- 
tion may be nearer to Pallikaranai, 
but residents would prefer Alan- 
dur, an interchange station with 
access to both blue line and green 
line corridors. There is no small or 
regular bus to Alandur from Pal- 
likaranai. To reach Alandur sta- 
tion, one has to board a bus at Ve- 


lachery terminus. Two years ago, 
an online request to the authori- 
ties concerned seeking a bus ser- 
vice from Pallikaranai to Ambat- 
tur industrial estate via Alandur 
metro station was met with si- 
lence.” 


S82: ‘Make it two’ 
Madipakkam bus terminus marks 
S82’s other end. The service has 
an extensive run across Nanganal- 
lur’s interior streets. 

Chandra Kannan, an S82 regu- 
lar, says, “The bus is packed dur- 


ing rush hour. Before the pandem- 
ic, two buses were operated. Now, 
only one. With the wait for the bus 
sometimes lasting an hour, regu- 
lars want the other bus reintro- 
duced; they have petitioned 
CMRL seeking its intervention.” 


S84: ‘Add a stop’ 

S84 hits Porur junction on its oth- 
er end, taking in Nandambakkam, 
Ramapuram, DLF IT park and 
Mugaliwakkam. Two buses are 
operated on this route, MTC 
sources note. 


Commuters observe S84 does 
not cover interior streets 
significantly. 

P Senthil Kumar, a civic activist 
from Iyappanthangal, says: “The 
S84 bus plies on Mount Poona- 
malle Road. Residents of Porur, 
Ramapuram, Mugaliwakkam and 
Nandambakkam have to come to 
the main road to access this ser- 
vice.” Also from Iyyapanthangal, J 
Giridharan suggests S84 could be 
extended to Iyyapanthangal bus 
terminus, as the service launching 
point, Porur junction is nearby. 


Second Satu ray reserved for niche tech 


Over the last 25 
years, a linux 
community in 
Chennai has been 
democratising the 
process of 
knowledge-sharing 


IRFAN JALAL 


or a community built 

around a cause to 

thrive, it has to connect 

people not only across 
geographies but also generations. 
Indian Linux Users Group Chen- 
nai (ILUGC) ticks that box. 

TK Dhanasekar, a DevOps engi- 
neer who spares his leisure for 
ILUGC, where he is a coordinator, 
notes the group is spread across 
age categories, its youngest mem- 
ber being 20 and the oldest, 60. 

Around for 25 years, the com- 
munity has consistently infused 
fresh blood into its ranks, and the- 


Snapshots of workshops by Indian Linux Users Group Chennai 


refore, never scratched around 
for young worthies to pass the ba- 
ton to. 

Since 1998, around 5,000 peo- 
ple have been card-carrying 
members of this group. A literal 
understanding of the afore-writ- 
ten line should be avoided, as the 
community shuns formal struc- 
tures. No membership cards. No 
hierarchies. 

The egalitarian structure is in 
alignment with its core philoso- 
phy which is about providing eve- 
ryone free access to knowledge, 
in this case knowledge about Li- 
nux and open source. 


The group has an indirect con- 
nection with IIT Madras. It was 
founded by professor Prabhu Ra- 
machandran, an alumnus of IIT 
Madras. Until the pandemic, the 
group would meet at the aero- 
nautical department in IIT-M. 
Apart from online meetups, now 
they have their in-person sessions 
at coffee shops. Dhanasekar re- 
veals they are on the lookout for a 
regular meet-up point. 

The day of meeting has re- 
mained constant — every second 
Saturday. 

The community has never had 
difficulty attracting neophytes, 


usually a casual word of mouth 
doing the trick. Considering that 
approach can grow the commun- 
ity rather slowly, members have 
now taken to campaigning for the 
cause, heading to colleges, tech 
events and also by organising 
bootcamps. 

To the question “Why Linux?”, 
the DevOps engineer remarks 
learning Linux frees people from 
the limitations of normal comput- 
ing. Becoming familiar with Linux 
and Open source not only makes 
one employable, according to 
Dhanasekar, but also fosters self- 
learning, all the more necessary 


in a world that replaces monoto- 
nous human jobs with AI. 

Circling back to the idea pre- 
sented at the outset, there are in- 
teresting stories of how and who 
passes on the baton. 

Dhanasekar recounts the story 
of Shrinivasan — an outlier in 
terms of Linux, which he disco- 
vered serendipitously in a local li- 
brary. And today, Shrinivasan is 
credited with bringing many peo- 
ple into the ILUGC fold by spark- 
ing their innate drive to learn, in- 
dicating the baton that was 
passed is something they had all 
already held all along. 
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Pavement sought on 
approach road to 
Velachery MRTS station 


egular commuters at Vela- 
R chery MRTS station seek a 
pavement on the ap- 
proach road to the facility. Start- 
ing from Bhuvaneshwari Nagar, 
this approach road is not paired 
with a pavement, a situation that 
forces pedestrians on to the car- 
riageway of Velachery Main Road. 
M Meenakshi Mohan, a resi- 
dent of Ram Nagar in Velachery, 
notes the problem is further com- 
pounded for pedestrians, as mo- 
torists exiting the MRTS station 
avoid taking the authorised exit 
route (which leads to the intersec- 
tion of Velachery Main Road and 
Southern Sector Inner Ring 
Road). 
Instead, they pile into the ap- 


proach road and jam it, causing 
inconvenience to those motorists 
following the traffic rules as they 
head into the MRTS station. 

As they walk down this ap- 


proach road for want of a pave- 
ment, pedestrians are also in jeo- 
pardy. 

Text: TS Atul Swaminathan 


The light-fitting element has fallen off the high-mast post. 
PHOTO : SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


n Kamaraj Nagar Second 

O Main Road in Perungudi, a 

light-fitting elements on a 

high-mast post are broken. In fact, 
they have fallen down. 

The power supply box is rusty 

and needs to be replaced. I request 


the authorities concerned to take 
steps to restore the light-fitting ele- 
ment on the high mast post to pro- 
vide illumination to areas near Pe- 
rungudi Lake. 


L Sundararaman, 
Perungudi 


Kesari SCNoo 


The approach road to Velachery MRTS railway station and (left) wrong-way driving on the exit route. 
PHOTOS: VELANKANNI RAJ B 


free notebooks 


esari Higher Secondary 
School in T Nagar re- 
cently received note- 


books worth % 3,00,000 on ac- 
count of a corporate’s CSR 
initiative. The notebooks that 
were received free of cost were 
distributed to 480 students from 
standards VI to XII at the school, 
says a press release. 


KTV Health Food Private Li- 
mited made this notebook dona- 
tion to the school. At the event, B 
Balasubramanian, Head — HR at 
KTV Health Food Private Limited 
gave away the books to the 
school, on behalf of KTV Kan- 
nan, managing director, and KTV 
Narayanan, joint managing direc- 
tor of the corporate house, the 


| receives 


release says. The headmaster of 
the school, Nagula Gopalaiah 
thanked the corporate house for 
the donation. 

The representative of the cor- 
porate house congratulated the 
school management for achiev- 
ing cent percent results in X, XI 
and XII standards over the last 
seven years, the release adds. 
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A view of the Perumbakkam wetland on June 16, 2023 


Are our wetlands suffering 
from irregular heartbeats? 


f one wants to know for a 

certainty that the planet has 

been “rewired” for the 

worse, by anthropogenic ac- 
tivities, they only have to watch a 
set of barometers, one of which 
are wetlands and their workaday 
functions and features. The most 
significant of them all is the tick- 
ing of their internal, ecological 
clock. 

Take the Perumbaklkam wet- 
land for instance: It has an unmis- 
takable dry period, at the height 
of summer, when the soil looks 
creased like an aged one’s face 


Out-of-turn showers 
seem to have reset 
Perumbakkam 
wetland’s ecological 
clock this year 


having been drained of all water. 
The pattern was noticeably broken 
this year due to out-of-turn and 
unexpected showers, and in mid- 
June now, there is still sogginess 
left in the soil. Due to the showers 
around the cusp of April and June, 
efforts by a colony of black-winged 


Pheasant-tailed Jacanas change colour 


% e. 


The breeding season of the pheasant-tailed jacana is under way, and the species puts on a colourful breeding plumage and looks the 
part. Two pheasant-tailed jacanas in breeding plumage at the buffer zone of the Buckingham Canal in Sholinganallur, on June 16, 
2023. PHOTO: PRINCE FREDERICK 


stilts to raise new families were 
stillborn. These birds are back at it 
now, incubating their eggs on the 
same platforms they had to aban- 
don then. Usually when the water 
is draining out of a wetland, the 
small pratincoles put in an appea- 
rance. 

As expressed by some birders 
through prolonged observations 
and also by ornithologist V Shanta- 
ram, the water flow dynamics hav- 
ing changed in the Pallikaranai 
Marsh, the sight of dozens of 
small pratincoles in the draining 
period is a thing of the past. 


You can be our volunteer-writer 


ear readers, you 
can be our volun- 
teer-writer by 


writing to us about issues 
and events in your neigh- 
bourhood. 

You should send the 
write-ups to downtown- 
feedback@ thehindu- 
.co.in. 

Letters must carry the 
postal address and contact 
number. Here’s a short 
note on the basic building 
blocks of any short news 
feature. 


a) The lead is the first 
section of an article, and 
leads that narrate a human 
situation work the best. 

b) The next element is 
the cosmic paragraph, in 
which you give the overall 
picture. 

c) The articles have to 
be factually well-grounded 
and the central portion, 
which will consist of a few 
paragraphs, should sup- 
port the anecdotal para- 
graph and the cosmic 
paragraph. 
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Call Ramesh 


9381044548 / 9790825368 
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CBSE Class 11, 
New batch starts 
from 15th June. 


Handled by 
well experienced 
Lady Teacher 
location Besant Nagar 
ean 98402 54701 
99400 55021 
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TUITION 


Maths Home Tuition 
Taken by 36years 


Experienced 
Faculty for 
IX, X, XI, XII 
C.B.S.E, L.C.S.E, 
Matric 
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Medical shop 
offers home 
delivery service 


Bawaa Medicals which was 
recently inaugurated in 
Adyar offers home delivery 
service within a 10-km range. 
According to a press release, 
surgical items, cosmetics and 
pet foods are offered. For de- 
tails, call 8122874606 / 044 - 
47777605. 


Embroidery 
workshop 
"re 


‘oo 


Kea 


SV. Arts & Crafts is conducting a 
workshop on hand embroidery on 
June 21 at No: 19, Third Avenue, In- 
dra Nagar, Adyar. Time: From 
10.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. According 
to a press release, participants will 
be taught various types of em- 
broidery such as Kutch, Kantha, 
Kasuti, 3D, smocking and ribbon. 
For details, call 9444521327 


Workshop on 
beekeeping 


PHOTO USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY 


amil Nadu Agricultural University In- 
T formation & Training Centre is con- 

ducting a workshop on beekeeping on 
June 22. Also, a culinary workshop on vege- 
tarian gravies will be taught on June 23. Ac- 
cording to a press release, cuisines such as pa- 
neer butter masala, kadai paneer, paneer tikka 
masala, malai koftha, tawa subji, dhal makkni, 
aalu methi and a few more will be taught. For 
details, call 044-29530048. Both the sessions 
will be held at the centre’s premises at Thiru 
Vi Ka Industrial Estate in Guindy. For details, 


call 044 - 2953 0048. 


New avenue opens up for 
visually-challenged fragrance testers 


At an event held in Chennai 


A programme by ITC 
Mangaldeep has 

provided 150 people 
with sustained work 


first anniversary of its ‘Sixth Sense 
Panel’ initiative that employs vi- 
sually-challenged fragrance testers. 
The unique programme started in De- 
cember 2021 with 60 members in 
Chennai and Kolkata has now grown to 
150 members across five cities - Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad and 
Kolkata. 
“Panellists” underwent training to 
improve their fragrance evaluation 


| TC Mangaldeep celebrated the 


skills and received certificates. The 
Sixth Sense panellists have the ability 
to capture the minute details of fra- 
grance and have played an instrumen- 
tal role in creating multiple Mangal- 
deep variants such as Sandal, Rose, 
Lavender and Marigold, says a press re- 
lease. In the press release, Gaurav 
Tayal, chief executive, ITC’s Matches 
and Agarbatti Business, says, “With the 
Mangaldeep Sixth Sense Panel, we 
aimed to create sustainable livelihood 
for the visually-impaired by leveraging 
their unique abilities in fragrance eval- 
uation. This is an endeavour in line 
with the ITC credo of ‘Nation First: Sab 
Saath Badhein’ and the Company’s 
commitment to build an inclusive en- 
terprise.” 


= Rent-a-Commute = 


nes Travel for Elders 


Tempie Trips 

Small Group Travel 
Day Trips to great 
places near the city 


Functions & Leisure 
Marriages, Griha 
Pravesam 
Beach, Get togethers. 
Hospital Visits 
Registration 
Property Registration 
Life Certificate 
Court Hearing 


Hospital Discharge, 
Doctor Visit, Dialysis, 
Physiotherapy etc 


Motorised Stairclimber 
Option available 


Call 74488 80808 
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NATWEST SUZUKI L8 Road, Adyar 


for Sales Contact : 


92 4005 4005 


Se Spring Boots 
x 1 ay vee ee : 


AEROBICS 


Of Dane 


IN PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 


Unisex 
6.30 AM - 7.30 AM 
8.30 AM - 9.30 AM 


Only Women 
10 AM-11 AM 


@ +91 98400 77977 


Studio: E-34, 2nd & 3rd Floor, Second Avenue, 
Besant Nagar, Chennai-600 090. @ - 


“to globa/art’ 
Give your child a solid 
foundation in drawing and 
® strong creativity for future. Ss 

Yd 
q ENROLL 

NOW 
Geta 3D 

e “Pencil 

_ | Pouch worth 
_& Rs. 300 
‘©. FREE* 


Learn key techniques of drawing & colouring 
Call : Globalart Chennai 
99403 79144 / 95662 62366 


International Art Programme. Present in 22 countries. 
120 centres in India | www.globalart.in 


